
Daily Itinerary 

Day 1: 
You will be met at the Kilimanjaro International Airport and 

taken to the Green Hills of Africa Resort in Usa River. This 

delightful place will provide some rest and relaxation from 

your air travel before we head off overland the following day. 

Day 2: 
Over breakfast you will meet the other participants in 

our group, get to know each other, be introduced to 

the work of the Kesho Trust and discuss the tour 

schedule.  On this day our travels will take us from 

Usa River and Arusha along the escarpment of the 

Rift Valley to Lake Natron.  In this dramatically 

stunning landscape we will stay at the Wildlands 

Safaris Natron River Camp at the base of Africa’s 

only active volcano Oldonyo Lengai (Mountain of 

God). 

Day 3: 
During the morning we will have the opportunity to explore the area on 

the edge of Lake Natron.  The strong influence of mineral rich hot springs 

as a source for the large but very shallow lake, results in one of the most 

alkaline lakes in the world.  A recognized wetland of international signifi-

cance, this beautiful and unique environment provides the only signifi-

cant and regular breeding site for East Africa’s 1.5-2.5 million Lesser 

Flamingos – three quarters of the world’s population.  In the afternoon we 

will travel onward to a traditional camp within the Maasai village lands 

of Enguserosambu.  This will be our base for three nights during our visit 

in the Maasai villages in the area.  There will be opportunities to more 

fully experience life in the village as well as the hospitality and culture of 

the Maasai people through homestays if participants are interested. 

Day 4: 
Our first day in the Loita Maasai villages of Enguserosambu, 

Naan, Ng’arwa and Orkiu Juu will provide an overview of the 

life and homeland these Maasai communities.  Our hosts, 

members of the Enguserosambu Forest Trust, will show us the 

special characteristics of their community forest lands which are 

such an important and integral part of the culture, economy and 

traditions. We will then meet with the members of the local 

management committee from all 4 villages, to learn about how 
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they are responding to that responsibility and the 

challenges they face. A traditional dinner will be served 

before returning to our camp or to your optional 

homestay. 

 

 

Day 5: 
On our second day in the villages we will visit livelihood projects being 

implemented by our partner organization the Pastoralist Livelihoods 

Programme (PALISEP). We will meet the villagers involved and be 

able to learn about their activities and the importance of the projects in 

helping improve their standard of living. We will then meet with 

PALISEP staff to discuss the project initiatives, their successes and 

challenges.  Our final night in the area will once again be at the 

traditional camp at Enguserosambu. 

Day 6: 
After saying goodbye to our Maasai friends, we will 

continue our tour and enter the northern portion of 

Serengeti National Park. A world icon of conserva-

tion and a World Heritage Site, the Serengeti and its 

neighbours, the Ngorongoro Conservation Area and 

Maasai Mara Game Reserve, “protect the greatest 

and most varied collection of terrestrial wildlife on 

earth, and one of the last great migratory systems 

still intact”.  Unlike the plains of the central Seren-

geti, the northern area is contains lush riverine envi-

ronments and woodlands supported by higher levels 

of rainfall.  We will also hope to connect with the 

wildebeest migration along the Mara River. 

Remnants of the Tanganyika Shield, kopjes, are 

exposed in the both the woodland and plains 

environments of the Serengeti.  The kopjes are 

islands of rock and rich vegetation.  Because of 

their unique environment, many species only live 

on the kopjes while others like lions and cheetahs 

use them for protecting their young and as survey 

points for hunting.  We will enjoy game drives 

among the kopjes and in the woodlands before 

arriving at one of the luxury tented camps run by 

Tanzania Bush Camps, our hosts for the night. 
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Day 7: 
 

After an early morning game drive, we will travel to Seronera, an area of the central Serengeti, where we 

will visit the park visitor centre.  In the afternoon we will tour the area taking in the vastness of the 

Serengeti plains and the richness of the riverine areas and kopjes.  The plains developed a hardpan through 

volcanic deposition during the Pleistocene era which prevents tree growth and creates the rich grassland 

environment.  Constant grazing by the myriad of herbivore species maintains the high quality and rapidly 

growing grasses they need.  An abundance of herbivores results in an abundance of predators as well – 

lions, cheetahs and hyenas.  We will stay once again with Tanzania Bush Camps at another of their luxury 

tented camps. 

Day 8: 
 

Following our early morning game drive in 

Seronera, we will travel eastward to the 

Ngorongoro Conservation Area.  In the western 

portion of Ngorongoro lies Oldupai George – the 

site made famous by Louis and Mary Leakey 

which contains some of the earliest signs of 

mankind in the world.  We will visit the museum 

which has been developed at the site and learn 

about our very earliest ancestors and the efforts 

made to uncover this ancient and important 

history.  We will then carry on to view the rim of 

the Ngorongoro crater [the world's sixth-largest 

unbroken caldera] where we will spend the night 

at Rhino Lodge. 
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Day 9:  
 

Our morning will be spent descending the over 600 meters into the crater 

and touring the over 250 square kilometers of its base.  Open short grass 

plains, acacia woodlands along with fresh and brackish water lakes, 

marshes, swamps cover the crater basin.  The variety of environments 

leads to a stunning variety of wildlife and over 500 species of 

birds.  Following our explorations of the crater we will drive to the 

neighbouring community of Karatu to overnight at Eileen’s Trees Inn. 

Day 10:  
 

On our last day on the road we will visit Kilima Tembo [Elephant Hill], the future site of the World 

Elephant Centre, which lies along an existing elephant travel corridor between Ngorongoro and Tarangire 

National Park.  Together the Kesho Trust and the World Elephant Centre are planning a major visitor centre 

and research facility that will promote elephant conservation in Tanzania and globally.  Our guides will 

draw on our previous field experience and discussions to underscore the importance of this project in 

conserving this iconic species.  Following our visit and discussions at Kilima Tembo we will travel to 

Arusha and stay at the Arusha Coffee Lodge.  This evening we will have a farewell dinner and reflection of 

the entire tour. 

Day 11:  
 

The final day of the tour will provide some 

time to explore Arusha with optional activities 

including visiting the cultural museum and 

shopping.  From Arusha late afternoon 

transport will be provided to the airport for 

your departure. 
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Day 1:  Usa River – Green Hills of Africa Lodge 

Destinations 

Day 2:  Lake Natron – Natron River Camp 

Day 3: Day 4 and Day 5:  Enguserosambu Traditional Camp 

Day 6 and Day 7:  Serengeti National Park – Tanzania Bush Camps 
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Day 9:  Karatu – Eileen’s Trees Inn 

Day 10:  Arusha – Moivaro Lodge 

Day 11:  Tour ends – departure 

Day 8:  Ngorongoro Conservation Area – Rhino Lodge 
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